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Dear Award-Winners, Your EminentéustafaCeric, Minister Schauble,

The great letter of the scholars, of which you, iY&minence, were among the signatories,
means that a new age is dawning in dialogue. & isleasure for me to recognise you,
Prof. Ceré, on this occasion awarding you the Eugen BisereRand to invite you all to take
a few steps on this newly-opened pathway in disdogu

In October of last year, the Open Letter caughtatitention of the Christian world. Christians
received a message that surprised them with a emhemore detailed offer of discourse,
which was enriched by remarkable approaches. Nesfare has a message in the name of
Islam been sent to Christians all over the worldciwiwas able to claim such a degree of
representativeness. The initiators are highly familvith the complex history and the
complicated structures of world Christianity. Thanesent Jesus of the Gospels with quotes
from the New Testament and not from the Qur'an. Open Letter explores Biblical texts
which are quoted literally from the authorised Ghan and Jewish Bible translations. This is
a good sign, indeed as the Catholic Islam expeot. Airoll SJ says, a sensational sign.
Muslims and Christians must be willing to an eqiedjree to increasingly better understand
one another on the basis of each others’ Holy &oep.

If we analyse the structure, content and vocabwdétize Open Letter, we are able to stress as
a major novelty of the message from 138 Muslim knisahat in their view, as in Christianity
and Judaism, love of God and love of neighbourirarerent in Islam as the heart of its faith.
For the first time in history, Muslims have agre@ada joint initiative on the fundamental
principles which link them with Christianity: lowe God and love of neighbour.

This finding has been confirmed by Prince Talalofdan himself. Cardinal Bertone invited
him to Rome on behalf of the Pope on 19 Novemb&72@nd at the same time proposed
talks with a delegation of the 138.

This cleared a pathway for the establishment ofGhtholic-Muslim Forum in March 2008
and set the topic for its first meeting: Love ofd>&ove of Neighbour:No one is a believer
until he wishes the same for his brother as he egsbr himself"are the words of hadith, in



one of the depictions of the words and deeds ofauhed. The Pope recalled this passage in
his address to the participants in the forum bytiggoSaint John: Those who say, ‘I love
God’, and hate their brothers or sisters are liafsf those who do not love a brother or sister
whom they have seen, cannot love God whom theynoaween”(1 John 4:20).

In line with these words, the Catholic-Muslim Forusystematically analysed what
consequences must arise from the dual commandrhénteothat is common to Christianity
and Islam for an understanding of human rights faeeldom of religion. If love of God and
love of neighbour form an indissoluble unit, andhd¢e the foundation for the incomparable
value of every human being, it must be possibleCoristians and Muslims to agree in their
understanding of human beings; their value, théjnity and their rights. In their final
declaration the participants drew up the followstgtements, amongst others:

“Genuine love of neighbour implies respect of thrsgeand her or his choices in matters of
conscience and religion. It includes the right mdiividuals and communities to practice their
religion in private and public. Religious minoridieare entitled to be respected in their own
religious convictions and practices. They are asditled to their own places of worship.”

With his arguments, Mustafa Cé&riour award-winner, turned the balance for agreérbgn
the Muslim delegation.

The dialogue continues. The most recent forum tolake in Rome from 4 - 6 November
2008 under the chairmanship of Cardinal Tauramal the subject of particular attention in
Germany, and it adopted a remarkable final documiére next round of dialogue is to take
place in a majority Muslim country.

Mustafa Ceri was one of the first Muslims who understood thed”® Regensburg speech
not as a provocation of Islam, but as a challemgkam opportunity to enter into a discourse
by new channels. He signed both Open Letters. Nusiart has been a highly-regarded
scholar and a popular partner in dialogue for ygaisurope and other parts of the world. A
German daily newspaper has rightly called hinMadiator between theeligions.”

Born in 1952 in Visoko, Bosnia, he quickly becamellviknown in Europe after taking over
the office of the Reisu-lI-Ulama, the Head of théarsc Community in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, on 28 April 1993. At that time, he ve&r®ady highly experienced in important
religious as well as political functions. After exttling the Madrasah in Sarajevo, Mustafa
Ceric studied at Azhar University, took his doctoratel®87 at the University of Chicago
under the guidance of the famous Pakistani schHédatur Rahman with a thesis on Abu
Mansur al-Mauridi (a® and 18-century Islamic theologian) and taught in SarajeXagreb
and Kuala Lumpur. Mustafa Cériwas one of the founding members of the Party of
Democratic Action (SDA) of Alija Izetbegodi In 1992, he was a member of the delegation
of the Bosnian President on his visits to Saudidkaand Iran, and took part in the talks with
King Fahd and President Rafsanjani. During hishearin Malaysia, he acted at the same
time as the representative of Bosnian Presidetibégevt and then as official representative
of the Republic of Bosnia-Herzegovina.



As the Head of the Islamic religious community imsBia-Herzegovina, Mustafa Ceri
experienced the Bosnian war in the besieged capit&arajevo as it was under constant
Serbian barrage. With Cardinal Rulthe Archbishop of Sarajevo, he shares not oréwiar
experiences, but also collaboration in the Worldhf€ence of Religions for Peace. For
instance, he launched the Interreligious Council®97 in Sarajevo together with Cardinal
Pulic.

Bosnian Islam was also brought to Germany by thers time more than 400,000 war
refugees. There are roughly 50 Imams working inn@ery at present. Mustafa Gers their
religious leader, as he is for other Bosnian conitrasin Europe. Time and time again,
Mustafa Ceit honours Germany with his visits. | myself met haa a member of the
delegation of the Muslim World League when it catneGermany in June 2002 and a
meeting took place in Berlin with Cardinal Lehmariresident of the German Bishops’
Conference.

Bosnian Islam did not come to Europe with labougnaiiion, but has been at home in Europe
for centuries. No one stresses this as consistastliWustafa Cetj who has been rightly
referred to by one German newspaper as'faee of European Islam.”An Islam that is at
home in Europe must deal with European realitiearinexceptional way. Its indispensable
characteristics include the ideal of human righmd af a modern, secular state based on the
rule of law. Mustafa Cetitakes part in these processes in prominent fumstias Grand
Mufti and Head of the Islamic Community in BosnialaHerzegovina, as a founding member
of the European Council for Fatwa and Researchgddwedy Yussuf Qaradawi, and as an
author of programmatic writings such as tleclaration of European Muslims’or of the
text entitled“The Challenge of a single Muslim authority in Epe” In the latter article he
argues in a visionary manner for the formation dEw@opean Imamate. Critics wanted to
interpret this as a call for a European Caliphktes. possible that the outcries of some in the
media are based on a mistaken understanding of iwhaieant with the idea of a single
Muslim authority in Europe.

The discussion on future Islamic structures in Rargs in full swing. As the Head of the
Islamic Community in Bosnia and Herzegovina, thaner of the Eugen Biser Prize Mustafa
Cerk is a living testimony that democracy and Islam@mpatible. An Islam which defines
itself as European cannot be about overcoming ebalar legal and state system in Sharia-
linked religious thinking and action. It must fimehys to understand Sharia that lead to true
reconciliation with the European-born ideal of hunngghts and the legal orders guaranteeing
it.

Shaykh Mustafa Ceristands for this.



